
"ADOBE VOICE" LESSON 2014 
Developed by Avi Spector and Megan MacLean 

 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
• To use critical judgment when reading, writing, and 

listening 
• To research and select information to support a view 
• To be able to articulate ideas in an organized, concise 

manner 
• To practice oral skills using the iPad as a performance 

and reflective tool  
 

TIME : Reserve at least 2 CLASSES  
- First class : students prepare their texts (research topic, 
develop ideas, write statements, organize material; rehearse 
speech)  
- Second class: students learn to use the iPad app "Adobe 
Voice" by using their texts to create actual video clips. They 
present their finished clip and offer feedback to other 
presenters. 

 
PROCEDURE: 
 
First class: (Megan's part – 1 hour) 

i. Present a sample clip to give the students an idea of what is  
expected (Avi's environmental clip) 
ii. Present and discuss assigned topics (listed below)  
iii. Explain task: 

§ Write 8 sentences based on the topic 
§ Include a few supporting facts from reputable 

sources 
§ Plan types of images to use 
§ Rehearse reading for tone, pacing, and vocabulary 



iv. Distribute sentence template 
v. Students select individual topic from the choices 
presented* (* Or assign the topics to ensure even 
distribution) 
vi. Students work independently to prepare their sentences 
vii. When templates are completed, presenters practice 
reading their texts aloud and revise as needed 
 

Assigned topics : 
 

1. How can countries combat terrorism? 
  
2. If you were the leader of a country, how would you handle 

refugees?  
 

3. Do Canadians value education? Explain your answer. 
 
 
Students will need to: 
 
• Form a clear opinion 
• Gather relevant data from RELIABLE sources* to support 

their position. (* Not Wikipedia). Keep a list of sources. 
• Using the facts acquired, prepare a minute long statement. (8 

sentences) 
• Practice their statement out loud, adjusting for tone, volume, 

content 
• Identify sources at the end of the clip. 
• Be prepared to offer feedback and respond to questions 

 
 
Consider: 
"Did your view change once you read and discussed more about 
this subject?" 



 
 

 
Second class: (Avi Spector's part – 1 hour) 
 i. Give each student an iPad *(*Sign out is mandatory) 

ii. Instruct students on how to use Adobe Voice app. It is 
simple and fun to use so students can learn the basics within 
minutes. 
iii. Set a time limit for the students before sending each one 
to a quiet place in which to record  
iv. Circulate in case students need help  
v. Once the group returns, project the clips 
vi. Discuss and offer feedback 

 
 
REFLECTION: 
 
The students really enjoyed this lesson, even though it was just a 
trial run; they were engaged, focused, and produced remarkable 
clips in a short time. No two were alike. 
Next time: 

- Check that the students include a list of sources 
- Spend more time discussing the clips. The ending was a 

bit rushed due to lack of time. 
- Offer a guideline/rubric to help students evaluate a clip 

and articulate a meaningful response, beyond "That was 
good." Peer evaluation: 

Was a clear opinion expressed? 
Were relevant facts used to support position? 
Was the delivery convincing? (Tone, vocabulary, 
pace)  
What were the strengths and flaws in the 
argument? 
Was the visual imagery effective? 
What did you learn about the topic presented? 



Number the clips according to a student's 
preference (best to least favourite) 

 
WHAT I REALLY LIKED: 
 
The students took this activity seriously and produced really 
interesting, thought-provoking clips 
 
They get to identify and  "fix" mistakes in an oral presentation, 
which makes them more conscious of how they speak. It is very 
easy to re-record using this app. One student didn't want to use her 
voice as she felt she couldn't speak well enough, but her clip 
showed her otherwise.  
 
They had to be concise in their ideas – no long-winded ramblings  
 
They proved more creative in these presentations than in their 
usual orals. Most students won't even take the time to prepare a 
simple Powerpoint, though they are encouraged to use visual aids. 
 
They were proud of their work. No one refused to show a clip.  
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


